PERSONALITIES

ONES TO WATCH = LYONS DEN = DAY IN THE LIFE = CAN'T LIVE WITHOUT = POWER PLAYERS
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AT THE TENDER AGE OF 11, Cecilia {_:i‘::"\-‘\.'ilﬂ
is a fashibn designer whé ‘'mikes all of her
pieges by hand andspeaks in a wise-begpontd:
her-years way abolt her, business, passion
and future. "1 started cutting upr cléthés ran-
domly;and oné digel vealized 1 wandfed tole
a ll{"“;glll‘l,“ savs Cassimie T aBuldn’t wait Gl
[ grew®up, so 1 asked for'a sewing maghine
formy sixth birthe lay. W Clissimg's calorfuls jun
lovingleponymous line for Young s ! sbviel
at Fred Segal Santa Monici—is niaf#lp pre
dominantly.of dresses decorated swatlgriiMes
and bows'el all sizes® My signaare plece s
my big-boWw dress, Bows are chic;, and they
add something amazing to everyihing,™ 'savs
Cassini, who aims to have-her ownastores
around the world oneé day. The'precocious

designer says, her clothes are perfect for

“somebody whin @8 funky,-chic, Ribalois and
'\ut.il.|.i11:‘_'| to be unaggiie a0 where does some
one so young go for ideas? Casfini points to
travelling asa majorsource for herereativily.
Case in point: Aftér a snowy trip (g Neww Yook,
she'developed snow and yellow-cab designs.
She also finds inspiration in those who came
before her. “I Jove what Karl' Lagegfeld
designs for Chanel,” she says. “When he
torches @ piece of fabric it tums into sope-
thing magical.” The sixth. grader somiehdw
manages to balance approximately 400 ang-
of-akind creations avear with the demands of
her schoolwork. *While evervone's at regbss,
I go in the library and do my homework,”
says Cassini, “so when [ get home from schéol

I can sew for the rest of the dayv.”
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